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In-Spire winter edition 2011/12 

 

Dear Reader,  

 

Welcome to the winter edition of In-Spire. As regular readers will be aware the Journal has undergone 

some changes this year, including new editorial staff and a new website. For those who are new to In-

Spire, welcome!  

 

We would like to start by introducing ourselves to you. We are: Emma Murray, the new managing editor at 

the journal, a second year PhD candidate in Criminology and International Relations, Gill Buck, the new 

issue editor, a first year PhD candidate in Criminology, Natalie Soleiman, has continued her role as book 

review editor as she embarks upon PhD study in Sociology and Phil Slann who is also still with us as 

publicity editor. Phil is a second year PhD candidate in International Relations. Phil should be 

acknowledged for his dedication to the new website.  

 

In our short time at the journal we have given a great deal of thought to the place of In-Spire amongst the 

strategic market of publication we are all a part of.  What we provide here at In-Spire is a dynamic and 

critical learning space for students and early career academics. In-Spire will therefore continue to offer 

the high quality articles and book reviews that have formed our identity to date, offering you a multi-voiced 

landscape, which offers practical, critical knowledge for whatever your stage of learning, research or 

practice. We invest in our budding authors and are keen to promote resubmissions. We offer a platform 

for writers to experience the publishing process and benefit from a detailed peer review process from 

leading academics before submitting to journals within your field. This valuable feedback often develops 

thesis ideas and encourages new directions in your arguments.   

 

In addition we will also be introducing further creative spaces within each issue.  This will include an 

Excellence in Education section showcasing the winner of our Inaugural Essay Prize in International 

Relations Theory. The prize is open to Keele undergraduate students taking the module Contemporary 

International Relations Theory. We are also delighted to introduce an Excellence in Research section 

which will offer a critical reflection from an established academic. It is our hope that the summer issue will 

also be supplemented with a View from Practice which will offer a critical reflection from an esteemed 

practitioner.  

 

Our Excellence in Education winner is Lauren Gallimore discussing the title: 'Lives are divided: The 

Biopolitics of Liberal Peace.’ Our Excellence in Research contributor for this issue is Dr Helen Parr, 

discussing the use of official documents and writing political history: some problems and observations.  
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You can also now find us on Twitter and Facebook. Both sites will be offering regular quotations from our 

submissions, in order to promote submitted works and helping authors reach a broader audience. 

Meanwhile our new website will enable you to engage more interactively with the publication. 

 

Best wishes,  

 

Emma Murray (Managing Editor) and Gill Buck (Issue Editor)  

 


